Federal Lobbying Definitions
Definitions within the Federal Lobbying Disclosure Act (LDA) as Amended
Covered Executive Branch Official: Covered Executive Branch officials are:
1. The President
2. The Vice President
3. Officers and employees of the Executive Office of the President
4. Any official serving in an Executive Level I through V position
5. Any member of the uniformed services serving at grade 0 7 or above
6. Schedule C employees.
Covered Legislative Branch Official: Covered Legislative Branch officials are:
1. A Member of Congress
2. An elected Officer of either the House or the Senate
3. An employee, or any other individual functioning in the capacity of an employee, who
works for a Member, committee, leadership staff of either the Senate or House, a joint
committee of Congress, a working group or caucus organized to provide services to
Members, and any other Legislative Branch employee serving in a position described
under section 109(13) of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978.
Lobbying Activities: Lobbying contacts and any efforts in support of such contacts, including
preparation or planning activities, research and other background work that is intended, at
the time of its preparation, for use in contacts and coordination with the lobbying
activities of others.
Lobbying Contact: Any oral, written or electronic communication to a covered official that is
made on behalf of a client with regard to the enumerated subjects at 2 U.S.C.
§1602(8)(A).
Lobbyist: Any individual (1) who is either employed or retained by a client for financial or other
compensation (2) whose services include more than one lobbying contact; and (3) whose
lobbying activities constitute 20 percent or more of his or her services’ time on behalf of
that client during any three-month period.
Person or Entity: Any individual, corporation, company, foundation, association, labor
organization, firm, partnership, society, joint stock company, group of organizations, or
state or local government.
Public Official: A public official includes an elected or appointed official, or an employee of a
Federal, state or local government in the United States. There are five exceptions to this
definition, including a college or university, a government–sponsored enterprise, a public
utility, guaranty agency or an agency of any state functioning as a student loan secondary
market. The 1998 amendments to the LDA expanded the definition of a public official in
Section 3(15)(F) to add a group of governments acting together as an international
organization.
Registrant: A lobbying firm or an organization employing in-house lobbyists that files a
registration pursuant to Section 4 of the Act.

